Living
Congo In the year 1959 not less than three pairs reached Antwerpen again, followed by three males and four females in 1960 (12) .
The Royal Zoological Society at Antwerpen, considering that the first aim should be trying to breed these rare birds in captivity, decided to spread the risks of keeping all the birds in one place. The hen continued incubating sitting motionless, the eyes closed and in such a position that the keeper once thought that she had died. We were deeply disappointed finding on June 16th that the 'whole clutch had been broken.
This was more disappointing because all three eggs proved to contain â half developed chick! The reason of this misfortune still seems a mystery.
The only thing we could do was to reinforce the base of the nest and remove the few birds which still lived with the Congo Peacocks in the aviary, excepted one small African Lark. After some weeks the birds showed sexual display once more and July 22d again an egg was laid.
July 23d a second egg followed, immature dress has been given by Delacour (9) . Some previous notes on this breedingcase have been published elsewhere (1, 2, 3, 10, 11).
The breeding pair stayed together with the young hen till February 22d 1961. In the meantime the old birds started some sexual display at the end of January 1961.
The young hen tried to interfere, sometimes harmlessly attacking the mother. If the old hen flew up to the nest, the young bird followed. The old hen laid an egg on February 17th, which was found broken.
Two days later again a broken egg laid in the nest.
The director of the Royal Zoological Society Antwerpen had asked us to send our young bird to Kopenhagen, to try to make a pair with the single cock there. This seemed to be the right thing to do, also because the young bird had to be separated from the parents, interfering as she did with the breeding activities of the old birds.
We had planned to send her earlier, but as she proved to be slightly infected with Capillaria, we treated her beforehand with dithiazamine 20 mg daily. This had such good results that we thought we could bring her to Kopenhagen without any risks.
The three birds were very tame, eating from their keepers hand. So it was easy to catch the young bird, half an hour before leaving.
We had not expected that the old cock would attack his keeper in this case as fiercely as he did. Five hours after putting the young bird in her box she was set free again in Kopenhagen Zoo, in a large aviary in the beautiful quarantaine.
It was offered plenty of cover, water and food in the vicinity of the cover and everything seemed to be arranged very well.
Alas, the bird, so tame in Rotterdam, was as shy as a newcaught bird.
She refused any food, everything that was done, even putting the cock from Kopenhagen in an adjoining cage, could not bring her to feed, except a few mealworms which she took.
She died after a week, much to our grief and to that of the staff of Kopenhagen Zoo, which had done everything to keep her alive.
A postmortem examination of the young hen proved aspergillosis to be the final cause of death. Now aspergillosis often appears in birds which are in bad condition, so most probably this can be considered to have originated from the weak condition of the young bird after the stress of displacement and the refusing of food for such a long time.
After this events, our good luck passed away.
The old hen produced two eggs again on the 15th and 16th of April and started incubating immediately.
After two weeks her condition decreased, due to a rapidly increasing infection with Capillaria.
As the hen hardly took any food during the incubationperiod, it proved extremely difficult to make her take sufficient dithiazamine, which had given such good results formerly. On May 12th the hen left the nest.
Both eggs being fertile, we put them in an incubator and on the 14th of May one chicken hatched. The other chicken died before hatching. During eight days we succeeded in keeping this chicken alive. It died from an intestinal stenose. After leaving the nest the old hen could be handled more easely and we administered a large dose of dithiazamine and extract of liver.
This seemed to have a good result, but after four days the condition suddenly decreased and the hen died May 17th.
SUMMARY OF RESULTS
The incubation period of 26 days mentioned in literture (3, 9) 
